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Century Home Magazine Rus t i c i sm meets  romance at  Mani towaning Lodge…In the t rans format ion 
f rom f i sh ing camp to  luxury  re sor t ,  the cot tages  at  Mani towaning Lodge were t reated to  an insp i red 
decorat ive  face l i f t  
 
The Globe and Mail Weekend Es capes  by He lga Lover seed  Ju s t  a  d r ive  and a  boat  r ide  f rom 
Toronto ,  the  wor ld ’ s  la rges t  f re shwater i s land i s  r i ch  in  nat i ve  lo re  of  another  wor ld   ….  The i s land 
abounds  in nat ive  lo re  and the names  of  towns  and v i l lages  ref le c t  i t s  popu lat ion……although we 
found p lenty  to  do our  favor i te  ac t iv i ty  was  jus t  lounging around the lodge .  
 
Travel & Leisure — The bes t  summer re sor t s ,  to  my way of  th ink ing ,  a re  complete ,  p rotec ted l i t t le  
enc laves  in  whi ch  to  h ide f rom the outs ide wor ld  for  a  week or  so…with ….cha i r s  wi th  v iews ,  and 
p laces  to  swim, so  that  l i fe  wi thin  them becomes  s imple r ,  s lower ,  eas ie r .   And yet  i s  s t i l l  
in te res t ing .   The Mani towaning Lodge & Tenni s  Reso r t  epi tomizes  thi s  idea l .  
 
Detroit Free Press  -   T rave l  — Even teens  can’ t  res i s t  capt ivat ing Ontar io  Lodge by  R i ck  Sy lvain   … 
Miche l in ,  Mobi l  and AAA can s la ther a l l  the s ta r s  and d iamonds  they want  on a re sor t  but  on ly  one 
rat ing count s .   Yours .   And so wi th  a l l  the rev iewers  go ing ga-ga over i t ,  s ight  unseen ,  I  put  
Mani towaning Lodge and Tenni s  Resor t  to  the u l t imate te s t :   My teenaged daughter s .  ……  Wel l -
dese rved s ta r s… 
 
Condé Nast  by C indy Fe l t se r  — At  the edge  of  the la rges t  f re shwater  i s land in  the wor ld  s i t s  a  re sor t  
that  doub les  a s  mul t imi l l iona i re  deve loper  Dav id  Kosoy’ s  per sona l  Le  Hameau .   Un l ike Mar ie -
Anto inet te ,  who kept  her  count ry  d igs  a l l  to  her se l f ,  Kosoy conver ted h i s  1 1 -ac re  hobby into a par t -
t ime bus ines s .   Luck i ly ,  h i s  ( tax she l te r )  lo s s  i s  our  ga in…. .  Af te r  f inding h imse l f  hooked on the 
p lace  dur ing a  f i sh ing t r ip ,  Kosoy purchased ( i t )  …. . ;  f lew in  the l ike s  of  the  k ing of  Saudi  Arab ia’ s  
wal lpaper  hanger  to  sp ruce up the inter io r s ;  and re fused to re s t  unt i l  he’d complete ly  t rans formed 
the p lace .  
 
Weekend Telegraph — Canada :   bor ing i t  i sn ’ t   B i l l  Condie  f l ie s  Concorde to a  luxury  i s land lodge 
in  the lone ly Lakeland .    Mani towaning Lodge ,  in  Georg ian Bay ,  i s  inc luded  in  the very  upmarket  
packages  of fe red in  the new “Canada by Concorde” brochure ,  jo int ly  organized by Br i t i sh A i rways  
and Canadian company B lyth  and Co ,  and being so ld  in  the UK by a  f i rm ca l led Exper ience the 
Mounta ins ,  of  Mi t cham, Sur rey .  
 
Toronto Life Fashion T rave l  by Brad Mac Iver   -  A  dab decorator ’ s  hand ,  a  green thumb and an 
educated pa let te  ( th ink here of  a  PhD)  have t rans formed a remote f i sh ing lodge in to  a  top tenn i s  
re t reat   …… With the he lp  of  in te r io r  des igner  Leo Lafe rme of Toronto ,  Co l leen has  c reated a 
comfor tab le  mix of  c la s s i c  lodge s ty le  and Eng l i sh  count ry  charm…. .  Hand-woven rag rugs ,  f ramed 
botani ca l  p r in t s ,  hand decorated wooden fu rn i tu re ,  and the f ina l  and a l l - important  conces s ion to  the 



luxe l i fe ,  g lo r ious ly  inv i t ing beds  d res sed wi th  feathery  duvets ,  a l l  consp i re  to  make ventur ing 
beyond the f ront  porch  unneces sa ry .   For tunate ly ,  incent ives  to  do so are  everywhere .  
 
Divers ion by David  Butwin — For  some 60 years ,  f i sh ing was  about  a l l  you cou ld  do at  Mani towaning 
Lodge .   Then ,  in  the la te  1980’s ,  a  hus t l ing Toronto ent repreneur named Dav id  Kosoy bought  th i s  
s tudy in  b rown … and sa id :   Let  there  be whi te .   Kosoy’ s  South Af r i can wife ,  Co l leen ,  app l ied her  
sense  of  s ty le  and whimsy to a l l  the bu i ld ings  ….Co l leen’ s  parent s ,  Peter  and G lor ia  Bar te r ,  ….  A  
winning combo ….  Peter  i s  a  r inger  fo r  Sean Connery… G lor ia  charms the gues t s  (60 at  most)  and 
makes  those  amazing gardens  g row.  
 
United Air l ines Hemispheres — As  I  opened the ( cot tage)  door ,  I  was  hi t  wi th  two sensat ions .   
F i r s t  was  The Sound :  the s lap of  a  s c reen door  c lo s ing behind me on a  summer day .   Then,  The Smel l :   
a  b lend of  must ,  weathered wood,  and t rapped a i r  — pure per fume.   Where bet te r  to  indu lge a  love 
for  lakes  than Ontar io?  … As  I  sank in to the p leasant  rout ine at  Mani towaning Lodge,  I  marve led 
that  one could  be so  fa r  f rom c iv i l i zat ion and f ind such po l i shed d igs……. Mani towaning’s  dock was  a  
beauty .   Near  the center  was  an appea l ing bu lge of  p lank work ,  se t  out  wi th  a  few deck cha i r s…. .  
There  was  a  f lower -decked swimming pool ,  and a garden path behind the lodge led to a  c lu s te r  of  
tenn i s  cour t s  wi th  a hea l th  c lub at tached .  
 
Frommers Comprehensive Travel Guide — Mani tou l in  I s land — Where to  S tay and Where  to  D ine 
…. .  comfor tab ly  fu rn i shed with  wi cker  or  pa inted log fu rn i tu re ,  beds  wi th  duvets  and p i l lows ,  
dur r ie s ,  log tab le s ,  and hand-pa inted furn i sh ings .   A l l  have f i rep laces .   None has  a  TV or  te lephone — 
a rea l  re t reat .   The d in ing room i s  a i ry  and l ight .   Tab le s  a re  set  wi th  F rench l inens ;  whi te  cha i r s  
pa inted with  t ra i l ing ivy  des igns  a re  or igina l  to  the inn…. .  
 
Get away to Manitowaning Lodge by J i l l  R igby  a  ch i c  nor thern  getaway complete  wi th  Fenton’ s  
mai t re  d’ ,  …. ,  a  tenn i s  p ro  s t ra ight  f rom thi s  year’ s  four th  round at  Wimbledon,  a  wai t re s s  c rowned 
Mi s s  Mani tou l in ,  a  wal lpaper  hanger  who worked for  the K ing of  Saudi  Arab ia ,  a  f i sh ing guide 
renowned in  nor thern la t i tudes  and a topnotch management  c rew who ju s t  happen to be in - laws .   
 
The Sunday Sun -  Nor thern Parad i se  — Des t inat ion ONTARIO by J i l l  R igby — October  9 ,  1994:  
 
South Baymouth ,  Mani tou l in  …- poi sed where the mighty Magnetewan rocki ly  edges  in to  Georgian 
Bay — th i s  i s le  i s  my nor thern favor i te .   …. .  Ques t  For  F i re  … did i t s  locat ion he re .   Word i s  that  
Mani tou l in ’ s  1 ,600-km coas t l ine  of fe red the most  p r i s t ine  beaches  the locat ion s cout  could  f ind…. .  
Wi thout  re se rvat ion ,  the Europeans  dec ided that  the i s land prov ided a more- than-per fec t  loca le  to  
shoot  a  mul t i -epi sode cowboy and Ind ian se r ie s .   The Germans ,  a s  you may or  may not  know, are  
cowboy and Ind ian f reaks…. .  And nowadays ,  i t ’ s  e spec ia l ly  hot  on the in te rnat iona l  
c i r cu i t……ACCOMMODAT ION:   Wi th  re spec t  to  s leep ing ,  at  the top of  my l i s t ,  and wi thout  compet i t ion ,  
i s  the unequa l led Mani towaning Lodge .   Thi s  i s  where  my favor i te  innkeepers  in  the ent i re  wor ld  
ho ld  cour t .   The Bar te r  fami ly  i s  much- loved in  these  par t s .    The ever -hosp i tab le  G lo r ia  has  a  garden 
which  i s  famous  and much-emulated ;  husband Peter  tends  the bar  and the needs  of  h i s  gues t s  wi th 
grace and ap lomb;  whi le  son Mark adds  youthfu l  lev i ty  and in s ight s  on i s land goings -on .   They are  an 
impos s ib le  combinat ion to beat .  
 






























